
Chateau de Goudourville – A brief history – 1081 – 2017 

Sourced and reworded from the researches of the current Owners, a list of the principal features of Chateau de 

Goudourville is at the end of this brief historical timeline. The history contains some surprising links to major 

figures in English history.  

Standing at the door of Chateau de Goudourville you look up at the high windowless wall, and see the carved 

stone crest with the date 1081 carved beneath it: At this time the Norman rule was being established in England, 

with the compilation of the Domesday Book.  

 

Columbus’ expeditions to discover America were still over 400 years away, and the discovery of Australia and 

the early colonies on the East coast of America 500 years away.  888 years after the initial construction of 

Chateau de Goudourville was commenced, man set foot on the Moon….. 

A number of important historical figures are known to have visited the Castle, and a brief history of the Chateau 

de Goudourville follows:  

Although the history of the structures visible today starts in the Norman era at 1081, careful research by the 

current owners of the Chateau has revealed an earlier use of the site from the 9th Century as a monastery that 

was a dependant of Bonneval Abbey, some distance to the north.  

The Normans destroyed the Abbey, and in 1081 Hugues de Gasques acquired the site, and transformed the 

remains of the monastery into the part of the castle that visitors first enter today.  With an ideal defensive 

position on high ground and overlooking the vale through which the Garonne flows towards Bordeaux, the 

defensive importance of the Chateau is very obvious even today.   

Above the carved crest, visitors at the door can look up and see a line of 

‘meurtrières’, or as the crude Anglo Saxon translation became, ‘Murder 

Holes’ where stones, arrows, hot oil and other missiles could be aimed 

downwards at enemies who were assaulting the door of the castle. 

During your visit you will see them from the inside, and it is easy to 



imagine what a great advantage the defenders had, and you can marvel at the space allowed for the storage of 

projectiles – now a banqueting space for up to 120 seated people. 

History records a failed siege of the castle by Simon de Montfort in 1211:  For those familiar with English history, 

he is referred to as Simon de Montfort the Elder, 5th Earl of Leicester. His second son, also named Simon de 

Montfort, the 6th Earl of Leicester, led the rebellion against Henry III of England, and for a time was effectively 

the ruler of England.  

During this time he instituted a Parliamentary model with representation from ordinary people from towns in all 

counties of the land, and hence is regarded as one of the progenitors of modern parliamentary democracy in 

England. He is remembered in numerous places in England, especially in the Midland areas where he lived and 

died. There is thus a strong link between the development of English 

democracy and Chateau de Goudourville. 

Pope Clement V visited Goudourville in 1305 soon after his election. He is 

remembered for three things: 

- Relocation of the Papacy from Rome to Avignon, becoming the first of the 

seven ‘Avignon Popes’ 

-  Persecution of the Knights Templar 

- Sending early Catholic missionaries into the Mongol empire including 

modern day China) to spread the Catholic creed.  

 

Edward, ‘The Black Prince’ (son of Edward III, king of England) successfully laid siege to the castle in 1360 during 

his Poitiers campaign, but by 1374 the castle was back in the hands of the Gasques family, when it was handed 

down to the Marquis Gausbert de Bonneville, a cousin of the Gasques family.  

Goudourville was captured again in 1425 by Arnaud de Montreal, who was in turn driven from the castle very 

soon after by Jean de Durfort, Duke of Arras who kept the castle as a stronghold.  

The castle changed hands again in 1452 when it passed to the de Lustrac family as dowry in the marriage of 

Catherine de Durfort and the Marquis of Fronsac, Armand de Lustrac.  

The Lustrac family were strong supporters of the French crown, and 

Goudourville became their stronghold. During their tenure they extended 

the castle to include the parts where the majority of the bedrooms now 

are.  

History records that life was good around the time of the short reign of 

Henry II of France, with much hunting, many grand balls and great feasts.  

In 1555, again by marriage, ownership passed to the Saint-André family,  

and it was during the period of their ownership that Goudourville was 

honoured by the visit of the young King Charles IX, the second of three 

sons of Henry II and Catherine de Medici to become King of France. His 
Charles IX of France, reigned 1560-74  

Pope Clement V, elected 1305, d 1314  



older brother, the short lived Francis II who reigned for only eighteen months, was married to Mary, Queen of 

Scots, and hence King of Scotland, but this title did not pass to Charles IX of France.  

The Marshall de Saint-André  was held in high esteem by Henry II and his sons, but met his end in 1562 at the 

battle of Dreux against the Huguenots. Dreux was one of the first battles of the French Wars of Religion which 

were to blight the country for a further 18 years.  

Soon after Goudourville passed to even more distinguished owners, with the marriage of Saint-André’s widow to 

the Baron of Caumont, and their position within the hierarchy was cemented with the granting of the title ‘Duc 

de La Force’ about this time. This important hereditary title was bestowed by the monarch, and has been passed 

down through successive generations of the Caumont family, and is still alive with the 15th Duc today.  

Goudourville became part of a Royal love story in 1587, when Henry of Navarre (the 

future Henry IV of France) who was a childhood friend of Geoffroy de Caumont 

headed for the castle after victory in the the battle of Coutras, hoping to meet his 

mistress, the beautiful Diane d’Andouins who was also known as ‘La Belle Corisande’ 

owing to her love of poetry and music. She was a regular visitor to Goudourville, and it 

is likely that the future King met her here on some unrecorded occasions.  

Unfortunately Diane had left the evening before, and the chronicles describe the 

future King spending a very lovelorn and confused evening at Goudourville. The 22 

flags taken from his Catholic enemies during the day before were displayed in the 

Salle de Garde (the first room you enter in the castle)  

The de Caumont’s own love story was added to the history a few years later.  

Following the early death of her brother and only sibling, Anne de Caumont was one of the richest heiresses in 

the whole of France, and many saw her as a suitable marriage.  Her guardian, Jean, d’Escars, Comte de la 

Vaugayon, seized the family’s titles and lands, and imprisoned Anne at the castle, whereupon Geoffrey de 

Vivans laid siege to Goudourville, and succeeded in freeing the girl who was safely returned to her mother.  

This was not the end of the struggle for Anne’s hand in marriage: around 1594 two suitors, the Viscount of 

Escars (son of Jean d’Escars) and the Marquis of Biron 

fought a duel, the Viscount suffering a mortal wound in the 

process: However, it was all to no avail as Anne refused the 

Marquis’ hand, preferring to marry the grandly titled Duc 

François d’Orléans de Pichon de Longueville de Saint-Pol, 

and so Goudourville changed ownership once again.  

However, François was not wealthy, and to raise money 

Anne sold Goudourville and the attached titles three years 

after the marriage (1598): An initial sale to Julien de 

Cambefort failed when Julien failed to pay, but soon after a 



sale was concluded, and ownership of the castle and barony of Goudourville passed to Guillaume d’Affis, the 

first president of the parliament of Bordeaux. 

Fifty years of stability then followed, and the son of Guillaume d’Affis became the Bishop of Lombez.  

However, fresh political stirrings ravaged the French kingdom in the mid-

17th century, despite the ongoing Franco-Spanish War (1635- 1659).  Two 

civil wars which have become known as La Fronde were fought between 

1648 and 1653, and during the second of these in 1652 the troops of the 

Prince of Condé, leader of the Protestant Army took refuge in the Castle. 

The Comte d’Harcourt, commander of the Royalist troops laid siege to the 

Castle, and after two months the Castle fell.  

The Protestant army were forced to pay a hefty ransom and also to pay for 

maintenance of the Royalist troops who ransacked the Castle.  

Mazarin, successor to Cardinal Richelieu as Chief Minister of France,  then 

ordered that captured castles should be bought down to a suitable level to 

demonstrate their diminished importance, and so the three towers of Goudourville were demolished, and the 

courtyard and all defences destroyed except the western battlements.  

In 1676 the d’Affis family ended their tenure of the Castle by sale to the Latresne family. Little or nothing was 

done to the ruined castle for the next sixty years until it passed to Louis Baillet de Berdolle, the Chief Magistrate 

of the parliament of Toulouse, in 1740, and he set about restoring the Castle’s fortunes. Louis Baillet de Berdolle 

was an active purchaser of lands and titles, also acquiring property and titles at Cuzorn, Saint Vincent, Lalande 

and other places. 

Louis Baillet de Berdolle is responsible for much of the layout of Chateau de Goudorville as seen today, and the 

major items of work carried out at this time are:  

 Modification of the levels 

 Addition of the tall windows 

 Construction of the pitched roof of the donjon in chestnut in the shape of an upturned boat 

 Other flattened rooves replaced 

 Crenellated battlements restored and added 

 Blockage of many arrow slits and meurtrières (murder holes) 

 Construction of stairs in the Charles IX tower 

 Blockage of underground rooms 

 Salle de Gardes converted to stables 

 Walls and ceiling of Salle de Gardes and many other rooms rendered 

 Moat partially filled in  

 Construction of the large terrace on the old ramparts 

Mazarin, Chief Minister of France 1642-61 



 

However, the male line was not strong, and eighty years later in 1826  ownership of the castle again passed by 

marriage to the Lary La Tour family, who in turn sold Goudourville to the Comte des Grottes who purchased it as 

a home for he and his new bride, Marthe de Fontenailles.  

Marriage again saw the Castle pass to the Cianelli de Serans family in 1904,  although with little interest from its 

new owners the Castle again became dilapidated, and in 1939 it was again sold to a M. Bernier, who in turn 

passed it on to Comte Drouard de Tocqueville, and in 1957 a large renovation programme was commenced.  

Once the rooves were repaired, most of the 18th century render was removed from the walls, restoring the bare 

stone to its former glory.  Many of the large 18th century windows had also been walled in, and they were re-

opened as were many of the arrow slits and meurtrières. The Salle de Gardes became a welcoming hall again.  

The Tocqueville family sold Chateau de Goudourville in 1993 to M et Mme Charpentier, who continued the 

renovation works , most principally the development of the public areas and creation of the Guest bedrooms to 

enable the Chateau to be opened to the public.  

Finally in 1999 the Chateau de Goudourville passed to the Jean Christophe Mifsud and his wife Geneviève, the 

current owners, who continue to maintain the character of the Castle by re directing power lines, and 

restoration of the attached farm.  

They warmly welcome you to share the extensive history and unique surroundings of Chateau de Goudourville.  

 



FEATURES OF CHATEAU DE GOUDOURVILLE 

Salle de Gardes 

- Dating evidence from 11th century 

- Fireplace dates to 1545, and came from the former leper colony at Malause 

- Armour from the Tocqueville family dates from the 16th century 

- Coats of Arms of all the families through whose hands the Castle has passed in the last 950 years 

The Chapel 

- Contemporary with Salle de Gardes. 

- Several meurtrières in the walls in case of siege 

- Hidden passageway exit to the ramparts 

- 13th century carved ‘Armarium’ where the priest arranged the objects of worship. 

Dining room and Kitchen 

- Brick vaulted rooms from the Middle Ages which were formerly the entire kitchen 

- Contemporary ‘potager’ used for keeping plates and food warmed 

Spiral staircase 

- Built in the Renaissance era (16th century)by the Lustrac family 

- Quercy Blanc stone steps – nearly 4 metres in diameter.  

- Note that this would have replaced a narrower, steeper staircase with larger steps, designed to impede 

an enemy’s progress.  

Clement V Lounge 

- Hosted dances and banquets during the reign of Henry II of France (1547-1559) 

- Above the current false ceiling is a Renaissance ceiling of the 16th century, which has recently been 

restored.  

- 13th century Gothic style ornate fireplace – found behind a false wall during the 1960s renovation work: 

Double pattern of three acanthus leaves – a symbol of power.  

Clement V Bedroom 

- Magnificent 17th century ceiling 

- Mullioned window with panoramic view 

- Hidden staircase cut into the thickness of the wall leading to the Upper floor 

The ‘Murder Holes’ room 

- Large room for collecting projectiles and liquids to be thrown down onto enemies assaulting the main 

door via the dry moats. 

- The only defensive feature spared during the Mazarin reduction of the Castle in the mid 17th Century 



- Arrow loops expanded for use of guns 

Charles IX Bedroom 

- The highest bedroom in the Castle, hence the Master Bedroom.  

- Mullioned windows 

- Stone benches known as ‘coussièges.  

Le Donjon 

- Chestnut roof frame built by Breton boat builders employed by Louis Baillet de Berdole (c 1750) 

- 17th century Venetian gargoyles visible through small window.  

Courtyard 

- Classic V form between the two main parts of the building. 

- Built on the ancient abbey walls 

- Removed windows from all phases of construction visible. 

Top of the central Tower 

- 22 villages easily visible, and on clear days the Pyrenees at Midi d’Ossau (2884m, 9445ft) 

- The Church of St Julien, Goudourville – 15th Century, replacing a church destroyed by the English in 1360 

(Hundred Years War) 

- Orientation table signed Cianelli de Serans, dated 1912. 

 

 

 

 

 


